As agreed at the World IFCR AGM held at Durban in March 2009 the 7th World IFCR Festival is to be held at Vapi Gujarat, India between Sunday 19th and Saturday 25th of February 2012. Those at the meeting in Durban will recall the polished presentation put forward by the Indian IFCR members, the posters and brochures, their determination to convince us all that they would be able to stage an event worthy of IFCR where Fellowship will be of the greatest importance – not highly competitive, (or combatitive!) cricket -and of course their delight when their proposal was agreed to.

One of the reasons for the Indians to choose Vapi is that incoming RI President Kalyan Banerjee is a member of the Rotary Club of Vapi and thus what better place to hold the Festival. However this is by no means the only reason our Indian friends chose Vapi, the dedication and enthusiasm of its clubs members to put on a first class event strongly supported by other Rotary Clubs such as that of the Rotary Club of Bombay North West to hold the Festival in that part of India is enormous. I understand that the RI President is hoping to be in attendance but this cannot as yet be confirmed due to his other potential Rotary commitments.

Following the Durban AGM I listened to reactions and comments from a number of people who had visited India, either during the Second IFCR World Festival or on other IFCR tours, and found mixed reactions with regards to the experiences they had had and their interest in returning. 

Having never visited India before, and realizing that I would probably have the task of encouraging as many IFCR GB&I members to attend, I decided that Liz and I would make a visit in early 2011 to find out what that part of India was really like, especially the Vapi area, hotel facilities, etc, believing that you should never ‘sell’ anything unless you have firsthand knowledge. Discussing this with David and Jan Horsley over dinner in Durban I was delighted that they were considering a similar trip thus the four of us have just come back from India, in particular spending from Thursday 10th March to Saturday 11th March in Mumbai (Bombay), travelling by road to Vapi, seeing the cricket facilities, staying at the Festival Hotel, understanding the Rotary Club of Vapi’s involvement with the local community, travelling back to Mumbai to be well looked after by members of the Rotary Club of Bombay North West, who are going to be responsible for facilitating transport of incoming IFCR visitors from Mumbai to the Festival.

One of the concerns that had been mentioned to me is that Vapi is ‘dry’, i.e. alcohol free. Certainly there is a significant part of Gujaret that is ‘dry’, however our Indian IFCR friends ever mindful of our need to be well lubricated to ease the pain in joints caused by bowling on hard pitches have chosen the Festival accommodation to be in Daman, near to Vapi at the Mirasol Lake Resort, Kadaiya Village. This resort, at which we stayed one night is certainly not dry, Kingfisher Beer, spirits and Indian wine flowed in abundance – indeed there is a Kingfisher Brewery and Spirit Distillery about  3 miles away!

Also joining us at Vapi was Kittu, Ravi, and Sarathy and apart from visiting the proposed grounds, 4 main and 3 reserve, which both David and I thought were all more than acceptable as playing venues, it also gave the opportunity to have a discussion on what is being planned which I summarise below. I hasten to add that the organizing team is hoping to get the registration documentation finished and distributed in the next 2 or 3 weeks so there may well be some changes, it is of course their festival and therefore only right that they organize it as they wish:

· All attendees will be staying at the Mirasol Lake Resort, where the opening ceremony will take place on Sunday 19th February and the closing Ceremony on Friday 24th February. The resort is well used to hosting Indian Wedding parties – big lavish affairs, very colourful, with outside light and soundstages, fireworks, etc. One was taking place whilst we were there and based on my experience as a Fellow of the Guild of Professional Toastmasters, (remember -20% discount on my standard fees to all IFCR members), I must say it was very well organized, better than some I have encountered at top venues in the UK.

· The organizers will try to ensure that there will be food acceptable to all tastes – probably chicken sausages in place of pork – but you do not go to India only to eat steak and chips. If you like seafood you will not be disappointed.

· Whilst the resort reservation will be via the Registration form it will be up to the individuals to settle their own hotel accounts as occurred in Durban.

· Team introductions and group photographs will all take place at the opening ceremony to save time on the Monday morning.

· The emphasis will very much on fellowship and the enjoyment of cricket – it will not be a tournament. An England Vs Australia match will take place.

· The organizing team is extremely anxious to strive to ensure that everything happens to time. (Indeed I was so confident that we would not be met at Mumbai on time by Vipul Patel I bet David 10Rupees, I am not a big gambler, that he would be late – in fact he arrived 45minute early!)

· There will be a maximum of 16 number teams and at the moment the organizers are hopeful of two teams from Australia and Sri Lanka, one from GB&I, New Zealand, South Africa, America, Nepal, Bangladesh, making up the balance with teams from India. My understanding is that should a country be able to bring additional teams this will lead to a reduction in the number of home country teams. If there are a significant number of extra players available on the day they have the pitch resources to organize ‘International Wonderers’ games as took place in South Africa, which were great fellowship cricketing occasions.

· There will be four main days of cricket – Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday with 8 games each day being played on the four main pitches, similar to the 5th World Festival in Sri Lanka. Opposing teams and supporters will be transported by the same bus, the afternoon teams arriving at the ground just before lunch. All grounds will provide lunch and liquid (including beer) refreshments. The morning teams being transported back to the hotels after lunch

· Whilst it is appreciated that the National teams will be wanting to play as such there will be at least one match, where to promote fellowship, sides will be mixed taking into account age and abilities to ensure that everyone enjoys the cricket.

· There will be a mixed day night game played on the Wednesday with a function that evening at the floodlight pitch whilst the game is going on. Anybody wanting to play on the Wednesday will be able to put their names forward. 

· For those not playing on the Wednesday there will be day time excursions arranged enabling people to see the historical places of interests, local industries and the area in general.

· For the ladies, apart from Wednesdays excursions there will be opportunities to better understand Indian fashion and dress, food, cooking and culture, not just from the locality but from different parts of India as well.

· Match reports and awards on the Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday will take place after all cricket is finished at the resort – brevity will be rewarded!

It will be up to the individuals to arrange where they eat on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights, either at the resort restaurant where both Liz and I thought the food was excellent, or at a restaurant elsewhere – a list of recommendations will be provided. I propose that we will have a GB&I dinner at a restaurant external to the resort on the Thursday night.

Transport will be organized by the Rotary Club of Bombay North West to ensure that people get from Mumbai to the Mirasol Lake Resort and the return trip. This is likely to be in a fleet of  6/8 seat vehicles which will be faster and give greater flexibility – journey time being approximately 3 hours each way.

I do not propose making any further travel or excursion arrangements for our party either.before or after the Festival, this I believe is best left to individuals depending upon the amount of time they have available and what they want to do. The Festival organizers will be providing contact details of an agent who can arrange such trips and tie them into the Festival arrangements.

I have also decided that it will be up to individuals to arrange their own flights as most people do have their own preference with regards to airlines and the use of Airmiles or frequent flyer memberships etc. We did take an internal flight after we had visited Vapi from Mumbai to Goa for a few days using Jet Airways. This is an Indian airline, that does also fly direct from Heathrow to Mumbai,  I was very impressed by the standard of aircraft, staff,  in-flight entertainment and the hot lunch - very edible - that was served during the 45minute flight – certainly better than all the UK internal flights I have taken recently.  

I have nothing but praise for the air terminals which all functioned a damn sight better than most British airports without queues or crush but maintaining high security. Indeed the recently opened new domestic terminal at Mumbai I think would be the envy of all UK airports.

The four of us did stay at the Holiday Inn, Mumbai International Airport on arrival, which is extremely convenient and very pleasant (about £95/night for a double), with a rooftop infinity swimming pool. Dependant upon flight arrival times this could well be a place to stay and aclimatise before travelling North to the Festival. 

Until the Registration information is available I am unable to give an idea of costs, my return flight by Emirates booked only 6 weeks in advance cost £440 and I would think other costs will not be too dissimilar to the last World Festival in South Africa.

Following my visit Liz and I are certainly looking forward to the Vapi Festival in 2012. I am confident it will be a great experience and very enjoyable and would urge as many members to participate as possible in this great IFCR occasion. 

The Festival will be enjoyable for players as well as non players, so if your playing days are unfortunately over there is no reason why you do not come along and join in the Fellowship.

The guys that we met are putting a lot of effort in to ensuring a successful 7th World IFCR Festival and truly deserve our support by the attendance of the largest number of GB&I members possible.







